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Welcome to the July 2019 edition of ‘Inside Byrne Group’. We hope you enjoyed the last edition 
in December 2018 – thank you to everyone who gave us feedback, and to those who provided 
stories and news for this edition. 

If you have suggestions for future articles, we would love to hear from you – this includes future 
events. Get in touch by emailing: byrnenews@byrnegroup.co.uk - Your comments and news are 
important to us.

RECENT PROJECT AWARDS
Kier Construction London has awarded Byrne Bros. the 
contract to carry out the concrete frame works on the 
Royal College of Art’s new flagship building in Battersea, 
designed by Herzog & de Meuron. 

INSIDE 

Ellmer has also secured additional works for a 
project we are already working on in Mayfair. 
The new scope includes fit out of a penthouse 
apartment.

In keeping with our feature 
‘A day in the life of…’. 
Can you guess who this 
edition is covering from 
their childhood photo? 
Turn to page 6 to find out!

Royal College of Arts

Byrne Bros. has also recently secured 2 projects, 
1 in Reading and the other in Bedford – however, 
they cannot be named due to confidentiality.

In 1969, Patsy and Johnny Byrne left Duagh, County Kerry, and headed for London.  It was here they formed Byrne Bros., 
now regarded as one of the UK’s leading specialist concrete sub and superstructure contractors.

In the early years, Byrne Bros. was a traditional formwork subcontractor.  Over time, this developed into delivering concrete 
packages, then ultimately complete, and sometimes complex, sub and superstructure frames.

Operating principally within London and the Home Counties, our leading position has been achieved by combining a 
carefully planned programme of research and development, controlled growth, reliable delivery, quality workmanship 
and the safest working methods.

Over the years, we have brought together a core of highly skilled staff, selectively recruited from across the industry, who 
have overseen the company’s expansion and entry into new markets.  We are extremely proud to still have people who 
were working for us in the early years active in the company today.  Our staff continually reinvigorate the company and 
make us who we are.

The type of projects we undertake today, which range from commercial developments and stadia to rail and aviation, are 
wide and varied compared to those at our beginnings. What has remained constant, however, are our core values, and 
determination to provide our clients with the best possible service.

To commemorate this special year, we have produced a 50th timeline which is
 available to view on the homepage of our website:

www.byrne-bros.co.uk

BYRNE BROS.  CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
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BYRNE GROUP SAFET Y AWARDS

Congratulations to Gheorge Scuturici, 
Ellmer Construction Manager, who won 
the 2018 Ellmer Health and Safety Award. 
The transformation of the project Gheorge 
is currently working on is testament to his 
dedication, hard work and professional 
approach to health and safety. 

He has worked extremely hard to pull the 
suncontractor teams together and always 
makes health and safety his top priority 
through all tasks he takes on board.

Contractors have adhered to the working 
practises stipulated by Gheorghe, and have 
elevated their own standards, a result of 
Gheorghe’s presence, guidance and advice.

Dorin Pletosu, Byrne Bros. Supervisor, is 
the winner of the Byrne Bros. 2018 Health 
and Safety Award for his proactive actions 
towards the safety of his gang. 

Before starting a shift, Dorin undertook 
a point of work risk assessment which 
identified a contractor working above that 
wasn’t due to be there. As a result, Dorin 
prevented his gang from working in that 
area and reported the situation to his line 
manager.

Well done Dorin!

BYRNE BROS FORS GOLD

In April 2019, Byrne Bros. was pleased to have our Fleet 
Operator Recognition Scheme (FORS) Gold status certification 
renewed for another year.

Gold certification is only awarded to exceptional operators who 
have met exacting targets. We are committed to managing our 
fleet in a safe, efficient and environmentally friendly manner, 
and this is demonstrated through our ongoing attainment of 
the FORS Gold status.
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CONSIDERATE CONSTRUCTORS SCHEME - 8 CHESTERFIELD HILL

Ellmer is pleased to announce that our Cityside House 
project received a Code of Considerate Practice award 
from the Considerate Constructors Scheme (CCS) 
following an audit in January 2019. The project team 
scored a very impressive 40 points out of a possible 50. 

‘Considerate constructors seek to improve the image 
of the construction industry by striving to promote, and 
achieve best practice, under the Code’.

C C S  C O D E  O F  C O N S I D E R A T E  P R A C T I C E  A W A R D  -  C I T Y S I D E  H O U S E

Ellmer is pleased to announce that our project at No. 8 
Chesterfield Hill has received a Certificate of Excellence 
award from the CCS. 

The site was awarded 8 points in each of the 5 sections, 
which qualified us for the certificate.

Very well done to all the team involved!

At the second CCS audit in June, Cityside House scored 
42/50 and received a Certificate of Excellence award 
from the CCS. 

This was achieved after receiving a Code of Considerate 
Practice Award in January this year.

Sites are awarded a Certificate of Excellence if they 
score 8 points or more in each of the Site Report’s five 
sections. It demonstrates a high level of excellence, 
above and beyond statutory obligations, to the site’s 
workforce, neighbours and the environment.

Very well done to all the team involved!
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LILLIE SQUARE PHASE 2 BATHROOM PODS

Ellmer has successfully completed the procurement, fabrication, and delivery of all 362 bespoke 
bathroom pods to Lillie Square Phase 2, on behalf of Wates Construction.

We have overcome numerous obstacles whilst competing the manufacture of the bathroom pods and 
managed to deliver all pods within the sub-contract period. After losing two stone companies during 
the manufacturing period, Ellmer took on the procurement of the natural stone, securement of cutting 
facilities and labour to complete the remaining scope of works to circa 200 bathrooms in-house.

We implemented a thorough inspection, testing and quality plan encompassing 28 individual check 
sheets per bathroom. This ensured all 362-bathroom pods were of the same high level of quality and 
compliance prior to client off site inspections and delivery. 

All deliveries to site were successfully undertaken in-house via Byrne Bros. vehicles, which enabled 
ease of coordination and timely deliveries to suit our ‘just in time’ delivery strategy. We requisitioned the 
bespoke manufacture of 3 bathroom pod lifters from Samson Lifting, which removed the requirement 
for lifting points to be designed and tested per module, and allowed all lifts to be carried out quickly and 
in a safe manner.

We have learnt many valuable lessons through the onsite works, and as a result we have further enhanced 
our effective and safe moving procedures of pods. It was our decision to use in-house labour to complete 
the off-loading and distribution of pods – As part of our procedures we ensured all our staff received 
working at height training (including use of harnesses) and manual handling training. This was in line with 
our methodology to use pod lifters at the slab edge in lieu of canti decks, which maintained consistency 
and safety from the outset.
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CHRISTOS SIOMOS  - MASTER OF SCIENCE

Byrne Bros. is pleased to extend our congratulations 
to Christos Siomos, Byrne Bros. Temporary Works 
Engineer, who has achieved a Master of Science 
in Temporary Works and Construction Method 
Engineering, with Merit.

The MSc in Temporary Works and Construction 
Method Engineering is the first and only one of its 
kind in the UK which provides a specialist qualification 
for those involved in the design and construction of 
temporary works, and addresses industry need for 
such a professional qualification.

Well done Christos!

MARTIN JACOBS WINS WATES SAFETY AWARD

Ellmer would like to congratulate Martin 
Jacobs, Construction Manager, who was 
recognised by Wates for his efforts on the 
project at Lillie Square. 

Specifically, Martin won the safety award for 
developing and implementing an effective 
management system for Pod deliveries, 
movements & installs, and demonstrating 
exceptional commitment to safety, leading 
others towards zero harm.

Congratulations to Supervisors Peter Rooney 
and Gurpreet Singh, working for Byrne Bros. on 
the Skanska ‘60 London Wall’ project, who won 
recognition awards in March. Both were praised 
for their ongoing hard work on the project, as well 
as full time commitment to safety and quality.

RECOGNITION AWARDS - 60 LONDON WALL 

Peter Rooney (right) Gurpreet Singh (right)
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What does your work ing day look l i ke?

I travel in from Leigh on Sea on the 06.30 train. I like 
to relax on the train but am always distracted by 
the conversations all around me. This is primarily 
because I travel in from Essex with the cast of 
TOWIE!

A big part of our role in the H&S department is to 
try and prevent accidents and incidents occurring, 
and also to ensure compliance with systems, 
procedures and methods of working, so that the 
business is protected in the event of an accident/
incident. Review of documentation, site inspections 
and accident investigations are all part of our varied 
day.  

What do you l i ke most about your job?

Supporting and assisting the site teams. I believe 
that face to face meetings are the best form of 
communication, and building relationships are 
key to encourage two-way dialogue. Also, every 
day is different so there’s no danger of getting 
complacent. 

I love getting my boots on and walking the site. I 
recently tried to buy some camouflage trousers so 
I looked the part but couldn’t ‘see’ any!!

What projects are you current ly work ing 
on?

I’m involved in all the Ellmer projects, but the one 
I find most interesting is the construction of uber-
prime penthouses in Mayfair. It’s a challenging 
project and unlike any I’ve worked on previously – 
it’s certainly a learning opportunity. 

What ’s your profess ional chal lenge for 
2019?

Continue to challenge behaviours. It’s the single 
most cause of accidents and incidents in our 
industry. Again, it’s a communication piece - 
you need to get out there and integrate with the 
workforce.

I’d like to learn more about other areas of the 
business and work on developing softer skills. 

 
Tel l  us something about yoursel f  that not 
many people would know

I was a child model. It may be hard to believe, now 
that I look like the world’s first pregnant man, but 
it’s true!

I was also a working musician for years and have 
toured France, Germany, Scandinavia, New 
Zealand, Australia and Japan, as well as the UK, as 
part of several musical projects. In the late 80’s our 
band was signed to an independent record label 
that collapsed prior to the release of our album – 
typical!

(Rob - second from left)

Our worst paid gig was when we were given £5 and 
a plate of ham sandwiches. I don’t even like ham!

.....I can’t swim - despite my friends calling me Bob!

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF ROB MOORE - ELLMER SENIOR OHSE MANAGER
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HYDROGEN MOBILE LIGHTING TOWER

Working in collaboration with Taylor Construction Plant (TCP), Byrne Bros. has successfully trialled our first 
use of TCP and BOC’s Ecolite TH200 hydrogen fuel-cell powered mobile lighting tower. 

This innovative technology has many advantages over traditional lighting towers, most notably the fuel 
cell does not produce carbon dioxide or nitrogen oxide emissions during operation. The Ecolite TH200 is 
also virtually silent during use, thereby improving occupational health and reducing any nuisance noise. 
The unit also increases site efficiency by eliminating the risk of fuel spillages and therefore the need for 
cumbersome spill prevention equipment. 

Byrne Group is promoting the use of the Ecolite TH200 across its projects as part of our wider commitment 
to sustainable construction and reducing our carbon footprint.

MAKING ‘L IGHT’  WORK OF SUSTAINABIL ITY 

Working in collaboration with Cape (Electrical & Mechanical), Ellmer has successfully procured the use of 
microwave sensors within the temporary LED lighting package at the Kingsway Hall Hotel project.

There are many advantages to using microwave sensors over 
traditional head-end controlled and passive infrared sensor 
(PIR) temporary lighting systems. The sensors deliver an overall 
saving despite a higher upfront cost, which is achieved through 
a significant reduction in energy consumption. The reduction in 
energy consumption directly corresponds to a decrease in carbon 
emissions and is additional to the savings already achieved using 
LED. 

Based on occupancy estimates, this innovation will save 15,515 kg 
of carbon emissions over the course of the project when compared 
with head-end controlled equivalent lighting. This is equivalent to 
the carbon dioxide sequestered by 257 tree seedlings grown for 10 years (https://www.epa.gov/).

The use of the microwave lighting system embodies Ellmer and Cape’s commitment to sustainable business,  
producing a ‘win-win’ from both a cost and carbon perspective.
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STEM EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS 

Our Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Ambassadors (Michelle Freeman, Ben 
Azoula-Victory, Ben White and Piotr Janowski) dedicated their time to deliver three, one-hour STEM 
educational sessions at Marner Primary School, Whitechapel in March. This was part of the Cityside House 
project’s local community engagement strategy. 

The sessions offered an opportunity to educate students on STEM subjects, as well as developing their 
practical, teamwork and leadership skills that will support their classroom learning. Students had a rare 
opportunity to direct their own learning and explore their own interests with teacher support, whilst also 
getting an insight into STEM-related careers.

BREAKFAST CLUB @ M.P.R

The Ellmer project team at Mayfair Park 
Residences recently arranged a breakfast 
club for all workers to show their appreciation 
for all the great work done so far at this site. 

A food wagon was organised to provide 
breakfast sandwiches and tea/coffee for all 
site operatives, which was very well received.

GOSH FUNDRAISING @ M.P.R

The Ellmer project, Mayfair 
Park Residences, has begun 
fund raising for Great Ormond 
Street Children’s Hospital, 
with the intended goal of 
raising an amazing £20,000. 

To date they have raised £5k, 
and with more donations to 
come, they are very positive of 
reaching and even exceeding 
their 20k target! Future 
fundraising initiatives will 
include shirt sales with GOSH 
logos on, as well as collection buckets in the canteen 
and office areas. 
See below link to their just giving page.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fbellmer

CITYSIDE TABLE TENNIS WINNERS

Excel, Ellmer subcontractor on the Cityside House project, held their 
Christmas do last year at ‘Bounce Bar, Old Street’, hosting a table tennis 
competition for the site’s contractors.

There were 10 doubles teams in the competition, which included Steve 
White, Ellmer Senior Project Manager, and Matthew Linthwaite, Ellmer 
Managing Surveyor. The pair topped their group, so went through to 
compete against the winners of the other groups.  Steve and Matt went 
on to win their quarter final, semi-final and then the final, taking the 
trophy with ease!
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Over 100 guests gathered on 6th March 2019 to see YMCA East Surrey’s new Inclusive Sports Facility in 
Redhill, declared officially open by 16-time Paralympic medallist, Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson.

Brian Costello, Byrne Bros. Bid Manager, has raised significant 
funds over the past few years for this cause, which is one dear to 
his heart. 

Baroness Grey-Thompson said: “It’s a beautiful building and it’s 
really important that disabled people have the opportunity to 
exercise. Physical activity is so important for disabled people to 
get to work and in their daily lives. This place is just brilliant.”

The new inclusive sports facility will expand YMCA East Surrey’s 
ability to support those with disabilities and long-term health 
conditions.

Brian Costello, Byrne Bros. Bid Manager, is bravely shadowing the epic route of the 1972 Tour de France in 
aid of the YMCA Children’s Centre, as part of his post 50th birthday celebrations.
Some of the highlights of the trip:

• 20 daily stages over three weeks

• 10 mountain stages, including the following giants:
 - Col du Tourmalet (2115m) - Pyrenees
 - Mont Ventoux (1909m) - Provence
 - Col du Galibier (2645m) - Alps

• 2,000-mile (3,200Km) total - Averaging 100 miles per day (equivalent 
to London – Brighton – London)

• 147,500ft (45,000m) of total climbing. - That is two Ben Nevis’s / 
Carrauntoohil’s a day!

He will not be fully supported, instead looking after his own navigation, 
dealing with the weather, (the heat and the cold) on the Pyrenean/Alpine 
high mountain passes, tiredness, mechanical issues, cramp and saddle-
sore. 

To help him undertake this challenge, please sponsor him via the link below. 
All money raised is for the local YMCA Disability centre in East Surrey who 
do a fantastic job for the young and disabled kids of Surrey. 

Please give generously for this very worthy cause, your support is very much appreciated. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BrianCostello2019

CHARITY CHALLENGE - ROUTE DE FRANCE 1972 
(22ND JUNE TO 6TH JULY 2019)

YMCA EAST SURREY
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2019 POOL EUROPEAN AND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Byrne Bros. would like to congratulate John Barry, Mitcham 
Yard Manager, for being selected to represent Ireland at the 
2019 Pool European Championships and subsequently the 
2019 World Championships!

The 2019 European competition was held in Killarney, Ireland, 
with teams from around Europe taking part. There were 2 
teams representing Ireland (Teams A and B) and although the 
Ireland B Team did not make it through to the semi-finals, it 
was a great achievement by John to make the Irish team and 
get to wear the waistcoat. 

John went on to be selected to represent the Ireland A team 
in the World Championships which were held in Blackpool 
between 19th to 28th of June. John did brilliantly, reaching 
the last 16 in the singles competition and in the team event, 
Ireland finished fourth.

KIER DRAGON BOAT RACE CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING

A Byrne Bros. team of Michael Byrne, Mark 
Dillon and Seamus McCormick were happy to 
be involved in this year’s Kier Dragon Boat Race 
Charity event, which took place in June. This 
annual event raises money for various charities, 
including Kier's charity partner, the British Heart 
Foundation. 

10 teams entered this year’s competition, each  
headed up by departments within Kier. Michael, 
Mark and Seamus joined up with individuals 
from other subcontractors and Kier Commercial 
personnel to form a boat of 17.

The ‘Byrne Bros. inspired boat’ went through the 
heats unbeaten, and went on to win the final in an 
impressive time of 43 seconds.

Below, L-R: Susan Taylor (Kier), Mark, Seamus and 
Michael with the winning trophy.

Byrne Bros. recently entered a team into the 
Multiplex Charity Clay Pigeon Shoot, in the aid of 
the Chickenshed charity. Not only did Paul Salmon 
come second in the individual competition, but 
the Byrne Bros. team of Mark Dillon, Joe Tinnelly, 
Chris Hawkbridge and Paul Salmon won the 
overall competition!

Below, L-R; Mark, Fred (Multiplex), Joe, Chris, Paul 
Salmon and Imran (the instructor).
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Congratulations to Lee Wills, Ellmer Construction Manager, and his fiancé, 
Emma Galton, on the birth of their twins, Arthur and Gracie, on 16th April 2019. 

Arthur weighed 4.4lbs and Gracie weighed 4.15lbs. 

Mum and babies are doing very well. 

MACE GOLF DAY

Byrne Bros. entered a team into Mace’s annual Charity Golf Day, 
which raises money for their chosen charity – Chickenshed.

This year’s event took place in June, and consisted of 18 teams 
from various companies. The team, made up of Seamus 
McCormick, Kobus Scheepers, Chris Davis and Adam Meadows, 
won the competition, the first time a team from Byrne Bros. has 
taken this accolade – congratulations!

From L-R, Seamus, Kobus, Chris and Adam.

Mark Dillon, Byrne Bros. Construction Director, made the brave decision to take 
on an Iron Man Triathlon on Sunday 23rd June. Despite the inclement weather, he 
completed the event in an impressive 16hrs! 

Mark is supporting Sense, an organisation that brings hope and happiness to those 
living with complex disabilities. For everyone who is deafblind. They help people 
communicate with the world. Well done Mark, an amazing achievement for a very 
worthy cause. 

There is still time to donate: www.justgiving.com/Mark-Dillon8

Mark, right, with John Shine (Byrne Bros. Construction Manager)

- CONGRATULATIONS - 

IRON MAN TRIATHLON RACE

AWARD FOR RECYCL ING -  K INGSWAY HALL HOTEL
Ellmer is proud to announce that our 
project at Kingsway Hall Hotel has 
received a 2018 Recycling Achievements 
Award from Paper Round:

• Recycled 550kg
• 7 trees saved
• 770kg of CO2 saved

Well done to all involved and keep up 
the good work!
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SOME OF OUR RECENTLY 
COMPLETED PROJECTS!

Your comments and news are important to us. If you have any feedback on this edition, or suggestions for 
future articles, we would love to hear from you. Get in touch by emailing: 

byrnenews@byrnegroup.co.uk 

M7 STRATFORD LILLIE SQUARE - PHASE 2

33 GROSVENOR PLACE INTERNATIONAL QUARTER LONDON, S9


